Request for Letter of Medical Necessity / Chart Notes – INSURANCE REQUIREMENT 

TO: ____________________________  
RE:_____________________________

Per your prescription we have evaluated your patient for a new wheelchair. However, in order to approve this equipment your patient’s insurance company requires some additional information.

1) Chart Notes - There should be sufficient information in your chart notes to substantiate the medical necessity for a wheelchair (ie. duration of condition, worsening/improvement, prognosis, functional limitations, other therapeutic interventions and results, previous/current equipment usage). 
2)  A Letter of Medical Necessity – The letter itself should more thoroughly explain why a Custom Ultralight Wheelchair is needed (see below).    
· The letter, on your letterhead, may be addressed “To Whom it May Concern”.
· Diagnoses, brief medical history.
· Explain why a standard or lightweight (heavier) wheelchairs are not adequate for the patient – i.e., the patient lacks upper extremity strength to push a standard wheelchair due to a neurological impairment, tetraplegia, arthritis in shoulders, elbows, or hands, or carpal tunnel syndrome.
· Standard, lightweight, and high-strength lightweight model wheelchairs do not offer an adjustable axle plate.  You will need to explain why this feature is necessary for this individual.  For example the adjustable axle plate allows us to move the wheels so the patient can self propel at his maximum functional level increasing both his mobility and stamina. 
· Detail activities of daily living that your patient cannot perform with a heavy standard wheelchair that could be performed in the ultra-lightweight wheelchair.
To further assist you in preparing this letter we are also enclosing a copy of our mobility evaluation for the equipment recommended.
Our staff is ready to help if you have questions about medical necessity or insurance coverage of powered equipment.  Please call:



Alabama Wheelchair Specialists, Inc.
 (205) 322-3250   or   (800) 383-2862
fax (205) 322-3253
Ask for a Certified Rehabilitation Technology Supplier®
